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       Connecticut Emergency Management Association (CEMA)

                   
Membership Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 25, 2006, 7:00p
West Hartford Town Hall
I. Call to Order
Meeting called to order 19:08.

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Acceptance of the Minutes from the August 23, 2006 Membership Meeting
Meeting minutes were reviewed and accepted by a unanimous vote of the 

membership.  
IV. Correspondence / Communications
No correspondences or communications presented.
V. Subcommittee Reports:
a. Membership
i. No updates.
b. Training and Education
i. No updates.
c. Legislative
i. No updates.
d. By-laws
i. By-laws have been revised and updated by the membership.  A final draft of the updated by-laws to be reviewed by legal authority before adopting.   
VI. Treasurer’s Report
a. Joe Sastre presented the Treasurer’s Report and distributed a copy of the report to participants.  Joe advised that there is one outstanding payment to himself in the amount of $70.00 for opening up CEMA’s new bank account.  The membership voted unanimously to process a reimbursement payment in the amount of $70.00 to Joe. 
VII. Old Business
a. Chief Austin provided an update on a follow-up meeting with Commissioner Thomas regarding the resignation and recruitment for State OEM Director position.  Approx 22 candidates were interviewed and it is expected that the position will be filled by Jan 1, 2007.  OPM would not allow a CEMA representative to sit on selection committee.
b. DEMHS provided a CEMA seat on the State Interop Subcommittee of the State Homeland Security Council.  
VIII. New Business
a. President’s Report

i. Chief Austin spoke on behalf of Michael Spera who is attending the FBI Training Academy

ii. Chief Austin reported that CEMA’s new officers are reviewing and updating CEMA’s prior financial records and requested that the membership assist in the process by checking to see if dues from the past three years have been paid and to provide that information via e-mail to Joe Sastre.

iii. New website announced by Chief Austin and a website presentation was provided by Michael Purcaro.
1. Bob DiBella suggested creating Pod Casts of the CEMA meetings

2. Kathyrn McCormick suggested using web cams to broadcast CEMA meetings live.  

iv. Chief provided update on Citizen Corps Conference and encouraged membership to participate. Media coverage is expected and the event will be documented/video/photographer.
v. Chief Austin reported that the Executive Committee has decided to delay finalizing the selection of representatives for for the five regions until new by-laws are fully adopted.  Please send interested names to Michael Purcaro.  
b. Media class provided by News Channel 3 after January 1st started by Bob DiBella and requested by Bruce Lockwood.
c. Incorporation and 501c(3) status is pending.  Next step is to secure No activity but now its changing

i. VOTE: membership voted unanimously to allow the Executive Committee to move forward with retaining legal counsel to assist with the incorporation and securing our tax exempt status.  
d. A new draft CEMA logo was presented to the membership and will be posted on the CEMA website for feedback before finalizing.
IX. Area Coordinator’s Update (Regions 2 and 3)
a. Tom Gavaghan and Roy Piper

i. DEMHS GIS information data for evacuation and planning was discussed
ii. Region 3 meetings scheduled for November 30 and Region 2 meetings scheduled for November 21 with Commissioner Thomas with new State OEM Director. 
iii. Discussion of an upcoming major full scale exercise in Norwalk that includes DEMHS staff.
iv. FEMA Region 1 meeting occurred regarding long term community recovery that included presenters from LA and FL.
v. Dana Conover will be leading Radiological Preparedness.
vi. Deb Ferrara will be leading a Planning Group and moving to a Sigourney St. office.  
vii. Paul Gibb will be taking Dana’s position.  
viii. Libby Graham is taking a Department Head position.
ix. Testing State High-band radio to occur on November 2 and 3.
x. Drills and exercise run in Wallingford for Anthrax.
xi. NASH held a week IED exercise.
xii. A statewide radio drill was discussed. 
X. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 20:38.
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